
Agenda  
Town of Clifton 

Regular Town Council Meeting 
September 11, 2014 

7:00 P.M. 
 
Members Present 
Felix Callicotte, Mayor 
Luis Montoya, Vice-Mayor* 
Barbara Ahmann, Council member  
Mary Beager, Council member* 
Raymond Lorenzo, Council member  
Armida Moir, Council member 
Ray West, Council member 
 
*Absent 
 
A quorum was present. 
 
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Mayor Felix Callicotte followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Call to the Public:  There was no response heard at this time. 
 
Council Reports:  Council member Ray West reported that this year’s League of Arizona Cities 
and Town’s Conference was a very informative event. 
 
Mayor Callicotte provided an update on the recent Hill Climb Reunion Event held over the 
Labor Day Weekend.  He reported that the town was presented with a trophy from the family of 
one of the Hill Climb race driver winners.   
 
Consent Agenda:  Motion to accept the following items was made by Council member Armida 
Moir:   
 1. Approval of the August 5, 2014 Work Session Minutes; August 14, 2014 Public   
  Hearing Minutes; and the August 14, 2014  Regular Meeting Minutes; 

2.      Receive Department Reports; 
3.  Approval of August 2014 Demands. 
 

Second to the motion was made by Council member Ray West.  Motion carried. 
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Discussion and/or action to authorize the Mayor to execute the following Agreement 
between the Town of Clifton and:  
  
a.  The Clifton House, LLC concerning the use of property parcels 200-78-015  
and 200-78-016:  Council members were provided with the town’s legal counsel opinion on the 
proposed lease.  Mr. Schempf explained that this property was conveyed to the town as part of 
the Clifton Flood Control Properties and the deed restrictions do not allow the town to lease the 
property. 
 
Council member Ray West made a motion to follow the town’s legal counsel’s advice and not 
consider the lease agreement.  Second to the motion was made by Council member Armida 
Moir.  Motion carried. 
 
New Business 
 
Presentation of the United Way Grant Award. - Sean Wenham:  The first grant award was 
presented to the Town of Clifton and received by representatives of the Community Garden, 
Steve Ahmann, Greenlee County Health Department Representatives Justine Miranda, and 
Coreena Martinez.   Grant award totaled $5,800 to be used toward the project.   
 
The second grant award was presented to the Town of Clifton for the San Francisco River 
Project Bird Trails also received by Steve Ahmann on behalf of the town.  Total grant awarded 
was $55,000.00. 
 
Discussion and/or action to Canvass the Results of the August 26, 2014 Primary Election:   
Town Clerk, Espie Castaneda reviewed the official results of the Primary Election as provided 
by Greenlee County Elections Official, Yvonne Pearson.  She noted that the results 
documentation included all the data covering State, County and Municipal races.   
 
This is a result of the State of Arizona’s new consolidated election law.  Ms. Castaneda estimated 
a 6% increase in municipal election voter turn-out attributed to the consolidated election.   
 
Motion to canvass the results of the August 26,2014 Primary Election was made by Council 
member Barbara Ahmann.  Second to the motion was made by Council member Ray Lorenzo.  
Motion carried. 
 
Recognition of 12 Year Service Award to Council Member Armida Moir:  Council members 
congratulated Council member Moir for her dedicated service to the Town of Clifton. 
   
Discussion and/or action to transfer funds from the General Fund to the Sewer Fund to 
cover the accumulated deficit:  Town Manager, John Schempf explained that this issue of the 
sewer funds accumulated deficit was discussed as part of the annual audit.  He further explained 
that the accumulated amount borrowed by the sewer fund could never be paid off.   He stated 
that the general fund cash has already covered the sewer fund for several years and this journal 
entry would only affect the account side of the town’s general ledger.  His initial concern to the 
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auditor’s was the expenditure limitation impact of the journal entry and determined that the 
town’s FY 2014 Budget had sufficient funding to cover the transfer. 
 
Council member Ray West made a motion to authorize the transfer of funds from the  General 
Fund to the Sewer Fund to cover the accumulated deficit.  Mr. West also recommended that the 
town annually review the sewer fund operating activity to take appropriate action to cover the 
fund. 
 
Second to the motion was made by Council member Armida Moir.  Motion carried. 
 
Discussion and/or action regarding Clinton Burke's property parcel #200-88-009 or 252 
Chase Creek Street:   The Town Manager explained that the current owner had offered to 
donate this property to the town, however the possibility of an IRS Lien against the property 
prompted the town to have legal counsel advise on the possible donation.  Additional interest to 
obtain the property is to secure the dilapidated building which is located within the town’s 
Historic District.   
 
The town’s legal counsel provided various options for the council’s consideration.  Mr. Schempf 
recommended Option#3 due to interest from Mr. Bert Marietti who has purchased the upaid 
property taxes owed on the property. 
 
Mr. Schempf stated that he is hopeful that whoever assumes ownership of the property secures it 
and restores the building to save this historical site. 
 
Motion was made by Council member Barbara Ahmann that the town take no further action to 
acquire property parcel #200-88-009 at this time.  Second to the motion was made by Council 
member Armida Moir.  Additional comments from Council member Ray West was to set a 
reasonable time limit for the potential purchaser to secure the property.   Motion carried. 
 
Discussion and/or action to support the 18th Annual Festival of Lights by authorizing the 
town’s participation and assistance as requested by the Festival Committee:  Motion to 
support the event was made by Council member Armida Moir.  Second to the motion was made 
by Council member Ray West.  Motion carried. 
 
Discussion and/or action to approve a letter supporting the Greenlee County Community 
Watch Program:  Police Chief, Omar Negrete reported that Officer Shari Aguilar will be the 
town’s liason to the organization.  Although the program  had a slow start, the letter of support 
will encourage the organization to promote and continue with their efforts.   
 
The next meeting is scheduled for September 17, 2014 at the Sacred Heart Parish Center.   
Motion to approve the letter of support was made by Council member Ray West, second to the 
motion was made by Council member Barbara Ahmann.  Motion carried. 
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Discussion and/or action to approve sending a letter of concern to the Arizona Department 
of Transportation regarding speed limits and crosswalks within the town:  Town Manager, 
John Schempf explained that the town was disappointed with ADOT’s survey results which 
prompted the Council to voice their opposition to the recommended  changes as presented. 
 
Council member Ray Lorenzo made a motion to approve the letter as written.  Second to the 
motion was made by Council member Armida Moir.  Motion carried. 
 
Town Manager’s Report:  Mr. Schempf reported that he had invited the newly election council 
members to attend all forthcoming meetings to keep informed on current issues during the 
transition phase of seating a new council which will occur during the November 2014 Regular 
Council meeting. 
 
He reported on the following activities: 
 
 Completion of the Library ceiling project as well as finalizing the hiring process for a 

new town librarian.  Ms. Sabrina Dumas was hired and will be introduced at the next 
meeting. 

 Southwest Gas is currently installing new service lines on Shannon Road in conjunction 
with the forthcoming street improvement project as funded by a CDBG Grant. 

 Public Works will be pouring concrete in the alley behind the Greenlee County 
Courthouse and Laine Blvd. as part of the town's drainage improvement efforts. 

 Coordinating with Greenlee County on the installation preparation work to install the 
Patterson Addition Restroom Facility. 

 Met with Heath Brown, Engineer to move forward with the bidding phase of the Splash 
Pad. 

 Also moving forward with the bid document on the Ward Canyon Concrete Fix. 
 Possible new tenant for the town's Chase Creek Building Rentals 
 Working with SEAGO on potential funding to repair Zorilla Bridge  
 Addressing recent reports of trash/garbage dumping at the Firing Range. 
 Informed the Council that he has been summoned to Jury Duty by the Greenlee County 

Superior Court. 
 

Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn was made by Council member Armida Moir.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at approximately 7:45 p.m. 
 

Approved: 
 
      __________________________________________ 
      Felix Callicotte, Mayor 
Attest: 
 
____________________________________ 
Esperanza Castaneda, Town Clerk   


